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Abstract
Modern scientific investigation had its origins in the 17th century, and unfortunately still retains
many of the prejudices that were prevalent at that time. Chief among these is the notion that all things
can only be understood through a foundational, humanistic outlook, proceeding deductively from first
principles that were generally accepted as true, rather than acknowledging that the natural phenomena
under study were actually governed by comprehensive natural law that united all such phenomena
within a unified system. Consequently, the usual approach taken by scientists was, and to a large
extent still is, to abstract phenomena under study from their natural contexts, to circumscribe each of
them with a bordering box, and to measure and describe those phenomena as carefully as possible in
humanistic terms, preferably with the use of mathematics. Thus abstracted, the phenomena would not
be encumbered with any connections between them and their natural contexts, which, if regarded at
all, would be considered irrelevant to the investigation. Thus, any such phenomena would be seen as
isolated and unresponsive to the contexts within which they naturally arose. For the early years of
scientific investigation, in which classification was a dominant criterion, this approach worked
tolerably, rendering objects of study suitable for placement in gridded museum drawers, but it was
unable to address questions of how the various phenomena related to one another and to the natural
contexts within which they actually evolved. This has resulted in several regressive research strategies
in scientific investigation, which I investigate in this paper, with pertinent examples, together with
what I submit are more reasonable alternative explanations, using a holistic, synthetic approach.
There is a common, but nevertheless unhealthy, tendency among both scientists and the lay public
to regard all scientific inquiry as sacrosanct and beyond reproach or questioning. This tendency is not
new, but it is inimical to the scientific process, which works best if an open-minded researcher rejects
all preconceptions and simply observes the behavior of the whole system, and from that, draws
appropriate conclusions. The correct role of science is to disclose truth, but often this is accompanied
by the unfortunate and incorrect assumption that all scientific investigation is impartial and unbiased,
and by the belief that truth is invariably established through the practice of science. As a retired
scientist-academician who has seen several favored theories overthrown by new revelations, I am well
aware that this is not always the case, but rather that it is, in fact, seldom the case. There are several
reasons for this unhappy circumstance, and in this paper, I hope to elucidate the main ones.

Asian Academic Research Journal of Multidisciplinary

www.asianacademicresearch.org

AARJMD

VOLUME 5

ISSUE 11

(NOVEMBER 2018)

ISSN : 2319 - 2801

REFERENCES:
1

Fumerton, Richard, 21 February 2000. "Foundationalist Theories of Epistemic Justification".
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
1
Michael Beaney, Summer 2012. "Analysis". The
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Michael Beaney
1
Laing, D. B., 2016, https://www.amazon.com/World-Synthesis-David-Bennett-Laingebook/dp/B01ERXVQ8K/ref=mt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
1
Tyndall, J., 1872: Contributions to Molecular Physics in the Domain of Radiant Heat. New York, D.
Appleton & Co.
1
Arrhenius, S., 1896: On the influence of carbonic acid in the air upon the temperature of the ground.
Philos. Mag. J. Sci., Series 5, 41, 237-276.
1
Ångström, K., 1900: Über die Bedeutung des Wasserdampfes und der Kohlensäure bei der
Absorption der Erdatmosphäre. Ann. Phys., 308, 720-732.
1
Fleming, J.R., 2007, The Callendar Effect: the life and work of GuyStewart Callendar (1898–
1964) Amer Meteor Soc., Boston.
1
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature14240, doi:10.1038/nature14240
1
justproveCO2.com
1
Laing, D.B., 2018, in press
1
e.g., Montmerle, Thierry; Augereau, Jean-Charles; Chaussidon, Marc; et al., 2006. "Solar
System Formation and Early Evolution: the First 100 Million Years". Earth,
Moon, and Planets. Springer. 98 (1–4): 39–95. doi:10.1007/s11038-006-9087-5.
1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10440-012-9700-8
1
Laing, D. 1991, Wm C Brown, “The Earth System,” 590 pp.
1
https://press.princeton.edu/einstein/writings.html
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resonance
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molecular_vibration
1
Ward, P. L., 2015, personal communication
1
Falkenburg, B., 2010, Springer, 386 p., Particle metaphysics: a critical account of subatomic reality
1
https://www.spiedigitallibrary.org/conference-proceedings-of-spie/9088/90880H/MODTRAN6--amajor-upgrade-of-the-MODTRAN-radiative-transfer/10.1117/12.2050433.short?SSO=1
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milankovitch_cycles
1
Einsele, G., Ricken, W. and Seilacher, A. (eds), 1991. Cycles and Events in Stratigraphy, SpringerVerlag, New York.
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denitrifying_bacteria
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ozone–oxygen_cycle
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huronian_glaciation
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowball_Earth
1
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/09/the-oldest-known-animal-is-wait-seriouslywhat-is-that/570865/

Asian Academic Research Journal of Multidisciplinary

www.asianacademicresearch.org

