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Abstract
Infrared (thermal, or heat) radiation from a material body is generated by the vibrations of the
molecular bonds of its surface, which are resonantly induced by incident radiation from some
heat source, such as Sun. Common experience affirms that no object, including Earth, can
heat itself with its own radiation, because if it could, the object would spontaneously heat up
and vaporize, which clearly doesn’t happen. In order to increase the temperature of the
surface, and hence of its emitted radiation, the vibrations and/or the amplitudes of vibration
of its molecular bonds must also be increased by some independent heat source. Since,
however, all radiative emissions from CO2 and other “greenhouse gases” are contained
within the infrared output of Earth’s surface, this indicates that there is no such independent
heat source for these gases and the molecular bonds they impact. All such “greenhouse
gases” must, consequently, only be regarded as recycled parts of Earth’s infrared radiative
output, and as such, they are incapable of increasing the vibrations of the molecular bonds of
the surface, which have produced those radiative emissions in the first place and therefore are
already vibrating at all frequencies and amplitudes represented in them. This disqualifies
CO2 and other gases as independent sources of heating and thus as greenhouse gases in
Earth’s environment. Therefore, CO2 can’t be regarded as a viable source of global warming
or as a justification for thermophobia. Other arguments discrediting the CO2/warming link
are also briefly described.
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The Wien temperature, corresponding to the most intense line in the continuous
Planck spectrum emitted



by a blackbody radiator, and taken to represent the actual temperature of the
radiator.
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